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COMMANDER’S CORNER
John Bachmeier
October has been a successful month for our post. We
had a very successful pancake breakfast the first Sunday , followed by a well-attended ribbon cutting ceremony Monday for our newly decorated space used by
the American Legion and VFW. The next night our
membership meeting was also well attended, with several new faces. The Honor Guard, Singing Legionnaires,
Riders, and Sons gather and enjoy comradeship and
fun as they continue their tasks. A successful Legion
monthly social was enjoyed by our largest crowd ever
since the start of the pandemic. The food was catered
by Tony’s, to rave reviews, and we enjoyed keg beer
for the first time since the pandemic started. Lots of
great comments and enjoyment. We plan to continue
the $9 meals with Tony’s catering. It was a great
month.
As we look forward to November, some of our members are heading south for the winter and we wish
them safe travel. The Go-Getters meet Tuesday, Nov 2,
followed by the General membership meeting. Then,
PARTY TIME. The ANNUAL POULTRY PARTY is Friday ,
Nov 5, with Bingo, raffles, poultry wheel, and games.
Turkeys and hams will be given away. We will have six
cash drawings from the raffle sales. This is open to the
public. Come one come all. Then pancake breakfast
Sunday Nov 7. Veterans Day is the day for you. You
earned it with your generous service to our nation and
each other. The Veterans Day ceremony will be at the
Alliance at 10:30 am, with a pause to remind us of the
end of WWI on the 11th minute of the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month. Please attend and bring the
children and grandchildren that they may learn from
veterans and celebrate with us. We then look forward
to our monthly Legion member social on the 3rd Tuesday. It comes early this month, so don’t let it catch you
by surprise. Then Thanksgiving with family and friends.
There is so much more happening. Check our calendar
and follow us on Facebook to keep up.

ADJUTANT Bill Peters
Please renew now - by November 10 to qualify for five
drawings of $100 “thank yous” to be drawn at our
monthly meeting on December 7. You do not need to be
present to win. Retention is key—we thank you for your
service, and many of you continue to serve through
POST 15. Your post is here to assist you when a need
arises. Our Chaplain Donna is reaching out to those who
are shut in or recovering. If you know someone we
should contact, please call the office at 605-336-3470.
New members give the post sustainability. We had an 82
-year-old veteran join this week—it is never too early or
too late. Remember to ask those you know who have
served or are serving to become members of POST 15.
“Just one thing” - I hear our administrative assistant
ask members if they can help with “just one thing.” It is
working. Some are selling gun raffle tickets, others join
the Honor Guard, help with projects at the Post, serve
pancakes, decorate for events, bake for bake sales,
clean, set up for events, put out flags at the cemeteries,
and work in the office. We understand that not everyone
has time or feels comfortable being “fully engaged.” We
so appreciate the “one thing” many have found to continue serving through POST 15.
Our next “thing” is the annual Poultry Party that the
chorus has held for years. The Legion is picking this up
this year, with help from the chorus, on Friday, November 5, at the Alliance. The Auxiliary will have food for
sale, so come have dinner with us.
We need everyone's help to share about American Legion POST 15 and the Legion family: Sons of Legion, Unit
15 Auxiliary, Legion Riders, and Singing Legionnaires.
One great way to share is the American Legion Sioux
Falls SD Post 15 page on Facebook. Sharing to your page
allows others to learn about the post, how veterans &
military can get assistance, and all our programs and
events. Please share our posts.
RETAIN—RECRUIT—EDUCATE

LEGISLATIVE NOTES Diane Diekman

AMERICANISM CHAIR Bruce Swan

Petitions are being circulated in South Dakota for six
possible ballot measures for the 2022 election.
Four are concerned with expanding Medicaid eligibility. One is for establishing a redistricting commission
and another wants to establish top-two primary elections. In addition, the state legislature placed Constitutional Amendment C on the ballot for the primary
election, rather than the general election; this would
require a 3/5-majority vote (up from a simple majority) on proposed measures that obligate the State to
appropriate more than $10 million. The legislature
wants this early vote because it would result in requiring a 3/5 majority for the Medicaid bills to pass in
November. The six petitions have to be turned into
the Secretary of State by November 8 in order to be
on next year’s ballot.— Greater Sioux Falls Chamber
of Commerce
The U.S. Congress approved a short-term increase to
the debt ceiling—the amount of money the Treasury
Department can borrow to pay the nation's bills. The
Biden administration warned of dire economic consequences if the debt limit wasn’t raised, including the
possibility of service members not getting paid and
veterans missing benefit payments. The United
States has never defaulted. Delays and disruptions in
pay and benefits likely would depend on how the
Treasury decides to try to pay its bills in the absence
of being able to borrow money, and how long a congressional impasse lasts. The bill approved by Congress adds $480 billion to the debt limit, which the
Treasury believes will last until Dec. 3. That's the
same day a short-term government funding bill
passed by Congress to avoid a partial federal shutdown expires. --Military.com

I am asking Post 15 members with high school students or grandchildren (9-12 grades) to get involved
in the 2022 American Legion Oratorical Contest. It
will take place at the Alliance on Russell Street in mid
-December. This is a great opportunity to compete
for scholarship money for college.
Post 15 will hold the first contest, and winners will
move on to the District American Legion. Those winners will compete in state and national contests. Students will speak 3-5 minutes on any topic
of the U.S. Constitution. We have not had a lot of
local participation in the past, so I am getting the
word out. Information will be communicated to the
local High Schools as well. Thank you for your cooperation in encouraging participation.

LEGION RIDERS
Larry Hofhenke, President
Greetings to all. The American Legion Riders participated in welcoming home our Veterans at the airport
on October 9 for the Honor Flight. Earlier that day,
many riders made an annual fun ride to Bob’s Burgers
in Martinsburg, Nebraska; fun was had by all. The
American Legion Riders participated in the Hobo Days
parade on October 23 in Brookings. Our next meeting
is November 10 at 7 pm. Anyone who rides a motorcycle and is a member of the Legion is invited to be a
guest and join. Our riding season is quickly winding
down and time is coming to plan for the next riding
season. God Bless you all.

PAID UP FOR LIFE MEMBERSHIP—PUFL

HONOR GUARD COMMANDER
Bill Peters

AGE

139 funerals to date. That doesn’t happen without
all of you. Many of the other projects and events
have Honor Guard members involved, too. Thank
you for your continued commitment. Round up
your warm black boots and gloves and some long
underwear...winter is just around the corner.

SPECIAL FROM NATIONAL—PAY ONLINE WITH A ONE-TIME
PAYMENT AND SAVE $100.00.

18-29
$1535
80-89
$429

30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79
$1399 $1229 $1025 $815 $599
90+
$329

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PAID UP FOR LIFE PROGRAM, CONTACT CUSTOMER SERVICE AT 1-800-433-3318 OR
GO TO HTTP://WWW.LEGION.ORG/JOIN/PUFL.
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SHOOTING SPORTS Larry Panning
There is a BB Gun Safety Class scheduled for January
8, 2022, at Post 15 for interested parents and kids to
register for and learn more about shooting sports at
Post 15. The same class was held October 30th as well.
More details and registration can be found on our website. There is room for 20 kids for this class so sign up
now. Call Scott at 605-359-6779 for more details.

The Legion is Online! Find us on the web
and on Facebook!
Webpage: www.siouxfallslegion.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
siouxfallsamericanlegionpost15
PLEASE “like” comment & share the posts—
invite your friends and family to do the

CHORUS NOTES Len Neugebauer
On October 20 the Singing Legionnaires were honored to sing at the funeral of former chorus member
Norman Varns. Norm was a member of Post 15 for
many years and was named Singing Legionnaire of
the Year in 2004. Upcoming chorus performances
scheduled for November are as follows: November
11 at the annual Veterans Day ceremony; November
20 singing the National Anthem at the Sioux Falls
Stampede game. The poultry party will be held at
the Alliance on Friday, November 5, from 6:30 pm to
10 pm. The chorus posted American flags at Sioux
Falls area businesses on October 11 Columbus Day
(Indigenous Peoples Day). Weather permitting, the
chorus will be posting flags on November 11 Veterans Day. If anyone knows of a business in Sioux Falls
that would like to sponsor American flags to be
flown by the chorus on special holidays, please have
them call Todd Schmidt at 370-4405. If anyone is interested in singing with the chorus or has any questions regarding chorus activities, feel free to contact
chorus president Bruce Naasz at 310-6210 or by
email at 66cycler2019@gmail.com.

GO-GETTERS CLUB
Dale Hill, 1st Vice Commander
Thanks to those who helped with the October
pancake breakfast. The Poultry Party will be November 5 at the Alliance. Please help out if you
can. Also, we have reserved tables at Benson’s
Market for November 6-7 and December 4-6 from
8:00 am -4:00 pm. We will need one or two Legion members to help with recruiting and raffle
ticket sales on these dates.
One of our big commitments as Legion members
is to care for other Legion members and families
in times of need. As part of this, we are asking
that all Legion members take the time to check on
fellow Legion members and veterans. We are not
yet through Covid, and Buddy Checks are still important. Use these calls as opportunities to check
on the medical, housing, clothing and food needs
of fellow veterans and to encourage continued
membership in the Legion. If we can prevent the
death/suicide of a fellow veteran, then we can
truly say we are Veterans Helping Veterans.

BOCCE BALL LEAGUE
Would you like to play in the daytime or evening? Have a
spouse or know other veterans who would like to, also? Call the
office at 605-336-3470 to let us know. Once we have names we
will find days/times that work and get these balls rolling.

VAVS Larry Panning
The VAVS is now going to be called Center for Development & Civic Engagement (CDCE). Be aware
of this change if your greeting when you call is not
what you expect. Per President Biden’s order, all
volunteers must have proof of COVID vaccination
and flu shot, although that is not due for some time
yet. Current needs include seasonal items mentioned in last month’s newsletter, and sports bras,
all sizes with no wire. Due to ongoing remodeling
projects at the VA and limited storage space, it is
preferred that you call before bringing items, to ensure still a need and that there is adequate storage
space. (Holly 605-333-6806)

POST EVERLASTING
May they Rest in Peace
Norman Lee Varns, William Rossing, Dale Oren
LeRoy Liesinger , Paul Johnson, Donald Malcomb

If you know of a Legion member
who has died, call 605-336-3470.

NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP SOCIAL
Tuesday, November 16
Social hour: 5:30
Dinner: 6:30
At the Alliance
Meal by Tony’s Catering
Turkey and trimmings
$9.00
We have a winner! Rich Schwanke III was present
when his name was drawn at the October membership social. He collected $625. The November drawing will be for $25.

UNIT 15 AUXILIARY
Sue Panning, President
Please turn in your monthly volunteer hours at or before our monthly meeting on November 9. We will
soon be drawing for the jewelry raffles so just a reminder for all those with tickets still outstanding to
turn them in as soon as possible to include all tickets in
the drawing.
Tuesday November 23 social 5 pm / dinner 6 pm /
Bingo 6:30 pm A reservation is required for dinner call 605-553-7524 or 605-370-8409 or sign up at the
monthly Auxiliary meeting. Meal is $7 - correct change
is appreciated. MENU TBD - Watch the Facebook page
American Legion Sioux Falls SD Post 15 or the website
siouxfallslegion.org.

Mike McGoffin won the $20 hat drawing.
YOU might be the next winner. Mark your calendar
for November 16 and wear your Legion cover. Bring
a veteran with you to sign as a new member.

Sioux Falls Post 15 & Chorus
Annual Poultry Party
Friday November 5

Uniform caps available in the office
$60 (hat & pheasant)
Wear your cap to membership meetings
and events to let others know of your
service and membership.
RENEW ONLINE
All American Legion members can pay their dues
online at https://www.legion.org/. Use a credit card,
and print your membership card.
Post 15’s goal is 1,413 paid-up members, with:
65% by November 10 “RENEW NOW PLEASE”
All members renewed by November 10 (and all PUFL
members) will be eligible for five $100 cash drawings.
For more information, call the office at 605-336-3470,
email legionoffice.al@gmail.com, or stop in at 1700 W
Russell Street from 11 am-3 pm Monday-Friday.
RETAIN—RECRUIT—EDUCATE

6:30-10 pm
At the Alliance
EVERYONE WELCOME
Come Hungry!
Unit 15 Auxiliary will be selling food and
refreshments
BINGO - GAMES
TURKEY/HAM PRIZES
50/50 drawing - 6 Cash drawings
(one for 25% and five for 5%)
50/50 Drawing tickets can
be purchased at Post 15 or
at the Poultry Party
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