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COMMANDER’S CORNER
John Bachmeier
As we enter the final month of the year, it is a time of reflection and action. While we will be with our families, some
won’t be. Some veterans will be alone, and it behooves us to
find them and provide companionship. Some are deployed
and their families are alone. Our post is adopting the 1742 nd
Transportation company while they are deployed to the border for a year. This will require our members to step up and
provide opportunities for those families to take a little break,
maybe some entertainment and opportunities to enjoy each
other’s company. We will need to create opportunities for
spouses of the deployed veterans to get together, as well as
the kids. We are hoping to create an event for the families
around Christmas as a starter. We have some volunteers but
need more to help. We are also looking for someone who
can help lead.
On another topic, while we are with families, please encourage our kids and grandkids to enter the oratorical contest January 2nd at 2 pm at the Post. It is an opportunity to
win scholarship money and learn about the U.S. Constitution. It is a 10-minute speech on anything in the Constitution
and a 3-minute speech on a random assigned topic in the
Constitution. The information is at sdlegion.org, select Programs, then Oratorical. https://www.sdlegion.org/oratoricalscholarship/
This is also the month when I face the sad duty of reminding those who have not paid their dues, your membership is
expiring. As of January 1, you will no longer receive the Legion Magazine. You will no longer be a voting member of the
largest veteran’s organization. The Legion works tirelessly to
protect our veterans’ interests at the national, state and local levels. Your continuous membership is important when
we speak to government, and it is important to us as well. As
I look at the list that will soon be past due, I am saddened. I
recognize many of you, and I don’t want to have to say
goodbye, I miss you. Please send your dues to the office, or
stop by, or renew online. It’s not that we want your money,
it’s that we want you. We will miss you. You are needed. You
are wanted. I hope you need and want us, too.

ADJUTANT Bill Peters
Kay Meyers and Chaplain Donna Puthoff are
sending cards to all our members 90+ in age, to
those who are ill, and to anyone else you let us
know we should contact. Please provide the
office with names. We will need a few helpers to
call or visit members. If that is something you
would like to do, please let us know.
Bruce Swan says some others have joined him
on Americanism projects - thank you. Christa Mahan has joined the Go Getters. Post 15 & Unit 15
have adopted the 1742 Transportation Company.
Watch for information on how you can help, as
we will have something for the families before
Christmas. We are looking for two people to chair
this "adoption." We also are looking for a chairperson for the annual birthday party, a golf
outing, annual post everlasting, possible tiny
house project, someone to call for set up and tear
down for events at the post. There is always
something good happening at Post 15 and, if everyone does "one little thing," it all works out.
The Post surpassed our membership goal on
November 11. Thank you to all who renewed early - renew each July 1 please. This saves printing
and mailing costs - they all come from National. That being said, we have hundreds still to renew. RETENTION IS KEY! If there is someone you
haven't seen in a while, give them a "buddy
check" call to make sure they are okay. You can
ask about renewing, also.
Pam, Sandy, and Teri have taken on the task of
setting up, working, and cleaning up at our social
each month. A big help to our commander and
me.
Bocce Ball - we need a few more names, singles
or couples, and we will get some times lined up to
start playing. Would you like to join us?
RETAIN—RECRUIT—EDUCATE

LEGISLATIVE NOTES Diane Diekman
The fiscal 2022 defense authorization bill includes a
2.7 percent military pay increase. That follows both
the White House recommendation and the federal
formula for annual increases, based on salary growth
in the private sector. Currently, an E-3 with less than
three years brings home about $27,000 a year, still
under $15 an hour. The issue of military pay will be a
top priority for both Republicans and Democrats on
the House Armed Services Committee during next
year’s defense budget discussions. -- Military Times
A new Pentagon-funded study, published in Health
Services Research journal, casts doubt on the plan to
“right size” the Military Health System by moving
some TRICARE beneficiaries away from care at military treatment facilities (MTFs). The study says taking
even 10% of the population away from MTFs could
worsen mortality rates and safety for patients. The
current strategy would close about 50 MTFs and
move 200,000 patients from on-base care to private
providers paid for with TRICARE insurance. The report is the first look into how TRICARE beneficiaries
could be directly impacted by the plan. A report DoD
sent to Congress in February 2020 laid out issues that
the downsizing might create, including making some
bases less desirable, forcing troops to take off work
to escort family members to health services off base,
and possible issues in finding standardized care for
women. -- The DoD Reporter’s Notebook
The Protecting Moms Who Served Act, passed by
the House in a 414-9 vote, has gone to President
Biden for signature. It allows the Department of Veterans Affairs to spend $15 million to improve coordination between VA hospitals and community obstetrics facilities, and to provide education and support
for new mothers. The new law will require the Government Accountability Office to study the maternal
health of female veterans and active-duty women.
The bill’s sponsor, Senator Tammy Duckworth of Illinois, says U.S. maternal mortality rates are higher
than in other developed countries. The Center for
Disease Control and Prevention reports the maternal
mortality rate as 20.1 deaths per 100,000 in 2019, up
16% from 2018. In 2018, the rate for black women
was 37.1 per 100,000 pregnancies, two and a half
times the mortality rate of white women. Half a million American veterans are of child-bearing age. –
Military.com

GO-GETTERS CLUB
Dale Hill, 1st Vice Commander
2021 is rapidly winding down. It seems like the days
and weeks go by faster and faster as we all get older
(more chronologically gifted). The last two years have
been particularly challenging with Covid. I wish the
best of health to all, that we all count our blessings
this Thanksgiving, and that the Good Lord is with
those serving our country away from home.
With this in mind, a top priority for all of us needs
to be Buddy Checks on other Legion members. If you
know of a member you have not heard or seen for
some time, please call them to find out how they are
doing. Sue in the Legion office has lists of members
we have not seen or heard from for a while. Many of
those have not yet paid 2022 dues. If you have extra
time, we would appreciate some help in contacting
these members to make sure they are okay. Ask them
if they would attend our monthly meetings, social
dinner and pancake breakfasts. Remind them of the
power of the American Legion membership in influencing lawmakers at all levels. Our influence is more
important now than it has been in past decades.
At our last monthly meeting, members voted to
adopt the National Guard 1742nd Transportation Unit
that is deployed to our southern border with Mexico.
With the American Legion motto of “Veterans Serving
Veterans,” I know of no better use of our time and
effort than supporting those serving on active duty
away from home, by making sure their families are
cared for while they are gone. I’m asking that all Legion members help in this effort in conjunction with
the Legion Auxiliary. Those serving on active duty
now are the future of the American Legion!!

PAID UP FOR LIFE MEMBERSHIP—PUFL
AGE

18-29
$1535
80-89
$429

30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79
$1399 $1229 $1025 $815 $599
90+
$329

SPECIAL FROM NATIONAL—PAY ONLINE WITH A ONE-TIME
PAYMENT AND SAVE $100.00.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PAID UP FOR LIFE PROGRAM, CONTACT CUSTOMER SERVICE AT 1-800-433-3318 OR
GO TO HTTP://WWW.LEGION.ORG/JOIN/PUFL.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Office is
A = event at
open
Alliance
11-3 pm M-F

5

6

Legion Pancake Breakfast Singing
& Bake Sale Legionnaires
Practice 7 pm
8:30-noon—A

12

13
Singing
Legionnaires
Practice 7 pm

19

20
Singing
Legionnaires
Practice 7 pm

26

27

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Ladies Bridge
12-4 pm

7

8

Go-Getters
6 pm
Legion Post
Meeting
7 pm

Ladies Bridge
12-4 pm
Legion

14

15

Legion Aux.
meeting 7 pm

21

9

10

Sons of the
Legion 7 pm

16

17

Ladies Bridge
12-4 pm

22
Ladies Bridge
12-4 pm

28

29

11
Coffee/Donuts
with Veterans
8:30 am

Riders 7 pm

Legionnaire
Social
5:30 pm—A
Dinner 6:30 pm

Singing
Legionnaires
Practice 7 pm

Coffee/Donuts
with Veterans
8:30 am

18
Coffee/Donuts
with Veterans
8:30 am

23

30

24

25

Post closed

Christmas
Day

31

Ladies Bridge
12-4 pm

SHOOTING SPORTS Larry Panning
Both the Dakota Sharpshooters and Humboldt Sharpshooters would
like to thank the American Legion, the Sons of the American Legion,
and all other Legion-associated organizations for their great support
this past year.
The Precision Shooting team heads to Ohio for serious competition
later this month and has been having weekly practices.
As mentioned last month, there is an opportunity to learn more
about the shooting sports on January 8 at the Post home. If that time
does not work for you, feel free to call the club president (605-3596779) and discuss your needs. This is a great time for young children
to find out more about shooting.

The Legion is Online! Find us on
the web and on Facebook!
Webpage:
www.siouxfallslegion.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
siouxfallsamericanlegionpost15
PLEASE “like” comment & share
the posts—invite your friends
and family to do the same.

Legionnaire Insurance Trust
Free Coverage
Members of the LEGION FAMILY (Legionnaires,
Auxiliary, Sons of Legion) who are 18 and older
are eligible for free insurance from the Legionnaire Insurance Trust. This $1,000/$5,000 accidental death policy pays if you are injured or
killed while on Legion business. (Carry a membership application with you at all times.) If you
are not sure if you are signed up, or would like
to register, call 1-800-235-6943 and have your
membership number available. It only takes a
few minutes. They will not keep calling you. The
website is https://www.thelit.com.

RENEW ONLINE
All American Legion members can pay their dues
online at https://www.legion.org/. Use a credit
card, and print your membership card.
Post 15’s goal is 1,413 paid-up members.

For more information, call the office at 605-3363470, email legionoffice.al@gmail.com, or stop in
at 1700 W Russell Street from 11 am-3 pm Monday
-Friday.

VAVS (CDCE) Larry Panning
VAVS is now the Center for Development & Civic
Engagement. The Voluntary Services staff reports
that community and area businesses, churches, other groups and residents have done a very much appreciated job of supporting the needs of veterans at
the VA hospital and within the community. We wish
you all a wonderful holiday season.
THANKS VERY MUCH!!

HONOR GUARD COMMANDER
Bill Peters
The year is closing out with a record number of funerals. As you can see by the Post Everlasting, we have
buried many of our own recently. Please keep their
families in your prayers. We have a new member as
of today - welcome Barry. Remember to get your winter boots and warm gloves ready, as the cold is bound
to set in soon. Thank you for your continued dedication. Kay Meyers—Vern's wife—is sewing bullet bags
for us. Kathy Dathe is a new member and is also hemming uniforms and sewing on patches. We are
blessed to have talented people to do these things for
us.

POST EVERLASTING
May they Rest in Peace
Melvin Selken, 89, U.S. Marine Corps, 1/31/2021; Lyle
Helgeson, 77, U.S. Army, 4/9/2021; Donald Malcomb,
87, U.S. Air Force, 5/2/2021; Dale Oren, 75, U.S. Army,
6/8/2021; Paul Johnson, 80, 6/23/2021; Darrell
Reyelts, 78, U.S. Army, 7/9/2021; LeRoy Liesinger, 74,
U.S. Air Force, 9/15/2021; William Rossing, 87, U.S.
Army, 9/28/2021; Norman Lee Varns, 89, U.S. Air
Force, 10/16/21; Dennis Nelson, 70, SoDak Air Guard,
10/24/2021; Gilmore “Gil” Koepsell, 96, U.S. Army,
10/27/2021; Robert West, 96, U.S. Navy, 11/9/21;
Darrold Morey, 77, U.S. Navy, 11/9/21; Dennis Dingman, 84, U.S. Army, 11/17/21
If you know of a Legion member who has died, call 605336-3470.

BOCCE BALL LEAGUE
Would you like to play in the daytime or evening? Have a spouse
or know other veterans who would like to, also? Call the office at
605-336-3470 to let us know. Once we have names we will find
days/times that work and get these balls rolling.

DECEMBER MEMBERSHIP SOCIAL
Tuesday, December 21
Social hour: 5:30
Dinner: 6:30
At the Alliance
Meal by Tony’s Catering
Ham dinner
$9.00
The computer chose member # 93 out of the 1,465
numbers available at the November social. James
Bartels was not present to receive $200. Therefore, the December drawing will be for $225.
Bruce Swan won the $20 hat drawing.
Mark your calendar for December 21 to join the
camaraderie and celebrate the beginning of winter.
Wear your Legion cover, and bring a veteran with
you.

Uniform caps available in the office
$60 (hat & pheasant)
Wear your cap to membership meetings
and events to let others know of your
service and membership.

UNIT 15 AUXILIARY
Sue Panning, President
Thank you to our members as they continue to support
the mission of Unit 15. We are excited to announce we
met our unit renewal goal. A HUGE WELCOME TO OUR
NEW MEMBERS! We are growing and we want to continue to grow. Our next meeting will be December 14 at
7 pm at the Post (1700 Russell - north entrance, in the
back). We will be addressing Christmas cards for veterans. Last year we addressed almost 350. We have adopted the Army Transportation #1742 unit, so we may have
a few more greeting cards to do this year. If you have
extra Christmas cards, please bring them and help us
with this wonderful project.
Congratulations to the winners of our Crystal Jewelry
Raffle:
1. Carol—matching earrings and necklace
2. Katie— Mini Chanelle chain necklace
3. Marrisa— Sandy necklace with 3-tier crystal in it
This was our Unit's first attempt to hold a raffle to help
with our Veterans projects. It was deemed a successful
event. Many, many thanks to all who participated. Your
contributions are very much appreciated.
Sunday, December 5, we will feature Christmas Holiday Favorites at our bake sale during the Post 15 Pancake Breakfast, 8:30-12:00. ENJOY!
There will be no December Social/Bingo.
Very Merry Christmas to Everyone
May there be Peace on Earth

Saluting Reminder When Not In Uniform
Veterans and active-duty members of the military not in
uniform may render the military-style hand salute during
the playing of the National Anthem. The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Section 595
of S. 3001) amends Title 36 of the U.S. Code to allow veterans and service members not in uniform to salute the
flag during the National Anthem. A provision in the Defense Authorization Act the previous year modified Title
4 of the U.S. Code to allow veterans and military service
members not in uniform to render the military salute
during hoisting, lowering, or passing of the flag, but it
did not allow them to salute the flag during the playing
or singing of the National Anthem. --Air Force District Of
Washington (Oct 2008)

The Military Women’s Memorial in Washington, D.C.,
located at Arlington National Cemetery’s ceremonial
entrance, is America’s only national memorial dedicated to its military women. It expands the nation’s historical narrative and widens the public’s knowledge of
women’s roles and courage. Today, there are 350,000
women in uniform and nearly two million female veterans. All are encouraged to register at
www.womensmemorial.org. Or call 1-800-222-2294.
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