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COMMANDER’S CORNER
John Bachmeier
It has been an exciting month as we have continued
to forge ahead even with COVID-19 hanging over us.
We had the dedication of our new flagpole on Veterans Day and continue to work on getting signs in
place so members can find us easier. We continue to
have pancake breakfasts and stag dinners as well as
meetings, although with reduced participation due
to COVID-19 which is very understandable. We work
hard to ensure these events are as safe as possible.
Although members don’t stop in to play cards or
cribbage much with COVID-19 out there, members
have stopped by to just visit. The coffee is always on
and it’s been a joy to listen to all the stories and
sometimes the heartbreak. We have someone in the
office from 11-3 Monday through Friday. You can
easily walk back and forth between our offices and
the restaurant on the Alliance floor.
We have the Oratorical Contest coming up Sunday
December 20 at 2 PM in our meeting room. Scholarship money can be earned by High School students
including Freshmen. The Four Chaplains ceremony
will be held Sunday February 7 at 2 PM on the Alliance event floor. The Legion Birthday Party is also
coming up Sunday March 14. Just a gentle reminder,
December 31 is the last day you are a member of the
American Legion if you have not paid your dues and
renewed. Dues are Due now. Over a dozen Christmas
trees have been decorated and are displayed on the
Alliance floor by various veterans organizations. Stop
in and enjoy them. As this strange year draws to an
end, we look forward to exciting events in this coming year and look forward to seeing all of you.

ADJUTANT—Bill Peters
Thank you to all members already renewed. December will be your last newsletter if you are not
renewed for 2021. Your membership is up as of
December 31st.
We reached our December goal! You can go online
at legion.org and create a “mylegion” account. .
When you do, you will still get a notice from national
as the cut off date is December 1. You can go on line
at: legion.org then click on Renew OR you can mail a
$35.00 Check to: The American Legion Post 15 1700
W Russell St., Suite 510, Sioux Falls, SD 57104 OR
drop in at The American Legion Office at 1700 W
Russell St., Suite 510 (north door) Monday thru Friday 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM OR leave an envelope
marked “POST 15” at the Alliance when you have
lunch. We have 497 members that have not renewed—please renew TODAY.
Volunteers are needed: CALLING ALL KOREAN &
WWII members in December & sending them cards,
calling those 497 un-renewed members—do they
need assistance from our post? Filing, shelving installed, calendar and beef raffle sales, fundraising
Boys State-Baseball-Signage, work pancakes, promote all Americanism programs—where will you
help your post? RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS
Thank you to Post 15 for nominating me for veteran
of the year. It is an honor deserved by many for the
sacrifices given.

HONOR GUARD COMMANDER
Bill Peters Welcome Michael McGoffin.
Thank you for committing to honor our fellow veterans at their time of death. We will continue with
honors—please be very careful and comfortable volunteering as COVID remains everywhere. I strongly
suggest everyone ride in their own vehicle. I have
recruited 3 new members that will join us after the
1st of the year.

CHORUS NOTES— Len
Neugebauer

The Singing Legionnaires was honored to perform
the national anthem and six other patriotic songs at
the Veterans Day program held at the Military Heritage Alliance on November 11. The chorus would
like to express its sincere appreciation to the
Chamber of Commerce’s Military and Veterans Affairs Committee for planning and sponsoring such a
meaningful program. With the livestreaming of this
program through the Chamber’s website, this program has been shared across the city, state and
nation. There have been many positive comments
received on how much this special program was
appreciated. Due to 5 inches of snow on the
ground, the chorus was unable to post flags at
Sioux Falls area businesses on Veterans Day. The
chorus will resume the flag program next spring. If
anyone knows of a Sioux Falls business which
would be interested in having an American flag(s)
posted at their business next year, please refer this
information to Todd Schmidt at 370-4405. Due to
recent increases in pandemic intensity, the chorus decided on November 16 to suspend practice sessions until further notice. Contact chorus
president Bruce Naasz at 310-6210 or by email at
bnaasz@hotmail.com with any questions regarding
the chorus and its activities.

GO-GETTERS CLUB
Ed Hruska, 1st Vice Commander

Fellow Legionnaires,
Your Go-getter organization is the recruiting
arm of Post 15! We are looking for motivated
Veterans that have the inclination to serve our
great organization. If you are so inclined, please
make yourself known to Post leadership. We
need your help!
Our Go-getter activities for the past month include a free booth at the Classic Gun Show at
the Ramkota Event Center on 31 October and 1
November. 46 calendars were sold. Also, we
manned another booth at Bensons Flea Market
where 36 calendars were sold along with 1 membership and one transfer. Thanks to all who
helped.
The Go-getters will be manning the booth at
Bensons again on December 5th and 6th. Remember the Go-getter and General membership
meetings 1 December beginning with the Gogetters at 1830 with a light meal provided to prospective and current Go-getters.
Thanks for all that you do to serve Veterans and
their Families.

2021 MEMBERSHIP GOAL 1395
DECEMBER GOAL 1046 - we are at 1051!
1117 needed by January 10
New members are needed to accomplish this!
PLEASE RENEW NOW
RETAIN - RECRUIT - EDUCATE

December 6

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
8:30am—12:00pm
Pancakes, sausage, eggs,
coffee & juice
ALLIANCE MAIN FLOOR
12 and over $5 / 11 and under Free
Flags flying high above our new POST at 1700 W Russell.
Thank you to Sue Peters and her ability to resource many
people & businesses to make this happen. Our next project
is to light up the sign for us and the VFW.

ALL OTHER DONATIONS YOU GIVE
ARE APPRECIATED and help support Boys State &
Legion Baseball.

LEGISLATIVE NOTES—
Diane Diekman
A federal judge has ruled that the Veterans Administration must honor the terms of a 1991
settlement and pay retroactive benefits to Navy
veterans who served on ships off Vietnam’s coast
for Agent Orange-related health problems, the
Courthouse News Service reports. The VA agreed
to automatically reconsider past denials of benefits for conditions later found to be tied to Agent
Orange and to grant retroactive benefits. Blue
Water vets who had Agent Orange claims denied
in the past will have those claims automatically
reviewed without filing a new claim.
Congressional negotiations on a bill to authorize
more than $740 billion in defense spending hinge
on only one point of contention: whether lawmakers will order the Pentagon to rename installations that commemorate Confederate leaders.
The Washington Post reports President Trump’s
veto threat is the only roadblock. The House and
Senate, both with veto-proof majorities, passed
separate versions of the spending authorization
containing directives and deadlines to change the
names of ten Army posts named for Confederate
leaders. The Senate’s bill orders the names to be
changed within three years, while the House’s bill
orders the changes within one year. Congress and
the White House are negotiating to find language
that is face-saving for the President and acceptable for Congress.
Tens of thousands of Army veterans with otherthan-honorable discharges may be able to upgrade them under a new legal settlement, Military Times reports, as the result of a class-action
lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court. Army officials
will be required to automatically review all discharge upgrade applications denied over the last
nine years, this time using “procedures more favorable to veterans” regarding evidence of underlying mental health conditions. The Army Discharge Review Board, for the first time, will allow
veterans to argue their cases over the phone, instead of traveling to Washington, D.C. Conditions
resulting from post-traumatic stress disorder,
traumatic brain injury, sexual assault or sexual
harassment will be considered when deciding
whether to upgrade a veteran’s status.

VOLUNTARY SERVICES Larry Panning
The original plan was to have a Christmas celebration
at the VA on Dec. 10th. This year due to COVID, they
are asking for donations and staff will purchase and
deliver gifts to veterans at the hospital. Financial donations are best due to limited space at the VA but
the staff will do whatever they can to accommodate
your wishes. Contact them at jamie.maxymuik@va.gov or 605-333-6851. Thank You
in advance for your support.
**************************************************

SHOOTING SPORTS —
Larry Panning
HUMBOLDT SHARPSHOOTERS
still hope to do an event for BB guns in January at the Post
but COVID may cancel that so watch our Website or our
January newsletter for the final decision.

DAKOTA SHARPSHOOTERS
are still practicing at their private facility in hopes of
competing in the national competition at a site to be
determined for a spot on the 2022 Olympic team.

LEGION RIDERS —
Larry Hofhenke, President
Greeting one and all, The legion riders had nominations at out October meeting, with that we will
call for nominations again at December 09
meeting and then have elections. I would ask that
all members be present. After meeting we will
have potluck and white elephant gift exchange. I f
anyone is interested in what we as Riders do
please except an open invitation as we meet the
second Wednesday of each month at 1900 ( 7pm)
God Bless you all and may you find many things to
be thankful for.
https://www.legion.org/riders Contact Larry
at 605.336.3470 for information.
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AMERICANISM - Bruce Swan
The Post 15 Oratorical Contest is scheduled for
December 20 at 3 PM at the Alliance. All we
need now are contestants to speak. Volunteers
are needed to judge and we need a time keeper
too. So, save the date and get involved.
https://www.legion.org/pillars/211656/pillar-3americanism Contact the AL office 605.336.3470

SONS OF THE LEGION
COMMANDER Larry Panning
At our November meeting, it was decided to
have a raffle to support other Legion groups.
We are raffling off a beef bundle of USDA
choice beef steaks, roasts, and hamburger
from Fareway Foods. We are selling 100 tickets for $10 each and hope someone wins it for
their Christmas. Tickets and more details can
be obtained at the Legion office 336.3470 or
from a SAL members.
The Legion is Online! Find us on the web and
on Facebook!

UNIT 15 AUXILIARY
Jane Mairose, President
We had to once again cancel our November
meeting because of Covid. Remember the VA gift
shop is asking for a donation or a gift card for Christmas. The homeless veterans are also needing help.
Most items can be bought at the dollar store. Deodorant, razors, shampoo, toothbrushes, soup, etc.
Don’t forget the Give 10 for Education. Still accepting school supplies until January, 2021. Let’s
open our pockets to help all of these individuals if
you can. I can pickup. Contact me at 605-682-1222.
We will have ladies stag and bingo, November 22,
2020. They will be serving Turkey. Only $7. Bingo
last month was a hit. Come and enjoy, bring your
family. Membership dues are due January 1, 2021. I
have applications for any new members you might
want to sign up. December 8—NO Auxiliary meeting
(Cards are done!)
December 22-NO ladies stag/bingo
January 12-NO Auxiliary meeting—as usual
January 26-YES ladies stag/bingo
Thank you everyone. Have a great Holiday season.
Remember why we are a member. Keep our
deployed Veterans in your prayers. They are separated from their loved ones. Until next month, be
safe.

Webpage: www.siouxfallslegion.org

Invite someone to join

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
siouxfallsamericanlegionpost15

American Legion POST 15

PLEASE “like” and comment on the posts—
invite your friends and family to “like” the

Sons of the Legion /

Legion Riders

Unit 15 Auxiliary

Facebook page

“POST EVERLASTING”

May they Rest in Peace

IF YOU KNOW OF A MEMBER WHO HAVE DIED, CALL 605-336-3470 OR EMAIL
US AT LEGIONOFFICE.AL@MIDCONETWORK.COM
Quentin Oleson, Elmer Cohlman, Rayond Dell
SEPTEMBER—Dale Huber, Wesley Hill
OCTOBER—Orren Lee, James Cooper
NOVEMBER—Brian Engel, Ralph Scoular
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