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COMMANDER’S CORNER
John Bachmeier
As is our custom, the membership voted to not have
a general membership meeting in July as most people are with family and reunions and busy celebrating the 4th of July. We will have our monthly social on the 3rd Tuesday as usual and resume general
membership meetings in August. We had a very
good meal at our June Social and enjoyed a brief
presentation from one of our Boy’s Staters, Ethan
Gladue, who was elected Lt. Governor at 2021 Boys
State. As a side note, Boys State was a huge success
as we sent 43 boys.
July is also the month when members traditionally
renew their membership. All members who are not
paid up for life will receive a mailing asking them to
renew. Most members go online and renew right
away, mail in their renewal to the office, or drop by
and pay their 2022 dues at the office. It’s best to get
it done in July so you don’t continue to get mailings
and phone calls urging you to pay your dues; that
costs you time and the Legion money. The dues remain at $35 this year.
The Legion has been participating in community, Veteran, and Legion Activities this past month and has
many things coming up in July including 4th of July
parade, Legion Baseball military and veterans day
July 12, Golf for Veterans July 12, Tribute to Fallen
Soldiers July 17, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier July
24, and Honor Flight dinner that night, to name a
few. Things are also happening at the Alliance including concerts, gun range specials, and other activities.
We frequently have free tickets to concerts, baseball
games, and other activities in the area. Check with
the office and follow us on Facebook: American Legion Sioux Falls SD Post 15. While we use multiple
methods to keep our members updated, activities
and events happen too fast for us to notify you any
other way. The Facebook page is updated multiple
times per day. This is a great time to be a member of
American Legion Sioux Falls Post 15.

ADJUTANT Bill Peters
THANK YOU Ron Lien for organizing the Memorial Day
placement of 3,000+ flags at Woodlawn Cemetery. It is
a great help when someone steps up to lead a project. The state commander's visit on June 18 was a success because of all the volunteers who donated food
and those who helped serve the meal. Thank you to
each of you also. MILITARY DAY at Harmadon Park for
Legion Baseball is July 12. Tribute to Fallen Soldiers is
July 17. A few $30 tickets are still available.
Please mark your calendar to renew for 2022 NOW.
Renewal notices from National start hitting our mailboxes July 1. Return it as soon as you get it or go online and
create a “mylegion” account and process your membership online. It helps so much when you renew during the
month of July. Two volunteers are needed each day in
the office starting July 6 to assist in processing our memberships. Please call the office this week to schedule
your days/time. Thank you to Al Arndt for stepping up to
be our historian. Duane Waack will assist with sharing
photos with Al. We are looking for someone to fill the
buildings and grounds position. Even with not owning
our own building, there are plenty of things that pop
up. Is that position for you?
RETAIN—RECRUIT—EDUCATE

HONOR GUARD COMMANDER Bill Peters
Memorial Day was fantastic! Thank you for your dedication. Next year I encourage everyone to bring your
grandchildren to these events. They will learn so much
about our country. As we all work through our end of life
plans, please consider leaving a bequest to POST 15. A
donation of $100 or $200,000 will make a difference to
your post. Helping veterans and their families will continue because of decisions we can all make. The Tribute
to Fallen Soldiers remembrance event will be held on
July 17 at 5 p.m. Tickets are $30 and are available at the
Legion office through July 10.

LEGISLATIVE NOTES Diane Diekman
The House and Senate have both unveiled bills to create a fast track to Department of Veterans Affairs benefits for veterans who served overseas since 1990 and
developed a respiratory illness or cancer. Many have
sought VA benefits and health care, but the department contends there isn’t sufficient evidence to support their claims. The Senate version is the Comprehensive and Overdue Support for Troops of War Act
of 2021. Nearly all veterans who served in overseas
conflicts for the past 31 years and developed one of a
host of diseases would get presumptive status for VA
benefits, including disability compensation. Being on
the presumptive list creates a fast track to compensation by lowering the amount of proof veterans must
provide to receive benefits. -- Stars And Stripes
The House of Representatives, with the backing of
President Joe Biden, approved legislation to repeal the
2002 authorization for use of military force in
Iraq. The growing momentum behind the repeal
measure follows years of debate over whether Congress has ceded too much of its war-making authority
to the White House. The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee is expected to take up legislation to repeal
not only the 2002 authorization, but also the 1991 authorization that gave President George H.W. Bush the
authority to use force in response to Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait. The Senate and House will have to work out
differences in their bills and vote on a final product
before sending it to President Biden to be signed into
law. -- The Associated Press
Lawmakers reintroduced a bill that would make it easier for service members to seek mental health care
without fear of retaliation or worry about their careers. Marine Corps veteran Rep. Seth Moulton
and Navy veteran Sen. Mark Kelly are among the
sponsors of the Brandon Act, which would give service
members a safe phrase--“I have a Brandon Act concern”--that would trigger an automatic referral for a
mental health evaluation. The bill is named for Navy
Aircrew Aviation Electrician's Mate Striker Brandon
Caserta, who died by suicide in 2019, after being bullied by a supervisor and feeling despondent. Moulton
said he is under "no delusions that the Brandon Act
would solve all the military's suicide problems," but he
called it "a step in the right direction." -- Military.com

LEGION RIDERS
Larry Hofhenke, President

UNIT 15 AUXILIARY
Sue Panning, President

Riding season is without a doubt here, we have
had some very warm weather which has been a
blessing but in reality we should all pray for rain
for our farmer brothers and sisters.

Congratulations to Auburn Brenner from Sioux Falls
O’Gorman who was elected Governor at Girls State.
23 members attended our June monthly meeting.
We installed 2nd Vice Amy Bolduc and 3 Executive
members: Kim Travers, Bev Sievert and Sue Peters.
Jane Mairose and Bev Sievert performed a beautiful
memorial service for members who passed away
during the past 2 years. June was our last regular
business meeting until September 14. BINGO will
continue over the summer with Unit 15 and VFW
aux trading off hosting the 4th Tuesday at Alliance.
You do not have to be a member of either auxiliary
to play BINGO. Remember to RSVP to Mindy 3608765, or me, so we can get a meal count. On June
12, our funeral group served a funeral reception in
the South Dakota Room at the Post. On June 18, our
Legion Family welcomed State Commander Fred
Nelson and his wife, Micheline, along with several
accompanying riders to a BBQ luncheon. A thank
you to all who brought food and helped make this
event a success. If you have changed phone numbers, address or email, please call Carol Lee 605-321
-3874. Or Sue Peters 605-334-3470. You get your
monthly newsletter free if you have email. If you
receive it through the mail, there is an annual
charge of $5; renewal time is now. THANKS to all
who supported Unit 15 Touchstone Crystal Jewelry
Fundraiser to help with our Veteran projects.

The Riders participated in the annual Thunder on
the Missouri in Sioux City on May 30. On Memorial Day, we rode in and participated in the ceremony at the Veterans Memorial Park, and a few riders enjoyed the opening ceremony at the State
Veterans Cemetery. We have also ridden in several parades the last few weeks.
July 17 is quickly approaching. Please everyone
remember Tribute To Fallen Soldiers will be here.
If you haven't already purchased your tickets
please do so. If anyone is wanting to ride with us
to Plankinton to greet the riders and escort them
back to Sioux Falls, information will be forthcoming. If not riding, please reach out to the office if
able to assist in the ceremony.
God bless you all, hope your summer is going
well, and please accept an open invitation to join
us on the second Wednesday of each month at
7pm if you would like know what we do.

The Legion is Online! Find us on the web and on
Facebook!
Webpage: www.siouxfallslegion.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
siouxfallsamericanlegionpost15

Uniform caps available in the office
$60 (hat & pheasant)
Wear your cap to membership meetings and events to let others know of
your service and membership.

PLEASE “like” comment & share the posts—
invite your friends and family to do the same!

POST EVERLASTING
May they Rest in Peace
John Severson , 95, Navy, 3/27/21; Terry Opp, 72, Army, 5/4/21;
Melvin Dykstra, 81, Army, 5/6/21; Forrest Lothrop, 96, Army, 5/29/21
If you know of a Legion member who has died, call 605-336-3470.
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Americanism-Bruce Swan, Buildings & Grounds—vacant, Chorus—Bruce Naasz, Go Getters—Dale Hill,
Grave Markers—Don Roberts, Legislative—Diane Diekman, Legion Riders —Larry Hofkenke,
SAL— Clarence Mellang, VAVS/VA—Larry Panning, Vets Council—John Bachmeier, Raffle Sales—vacant,
Memorial Day Flags—Ron Lien, Post Everlasting / Flag Retirement—vacant, Birthday Party—vacant
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